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For 50 years, we have worked to shape the child welfare
system to make that a reality. We are unique in bringing
together legal and social work expertise with the direct voice
and insights of young people and families. 

Family Rights Group is the leading specialist charity
working to ensure children can live safely and thrive
in their family, and children in the care system have
loving relationships they can turn to throughout life.
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Take a pivotal role in Family Rights Group achieving its
strategic goals as well as the charity’s reputation as a
leading authority on child welfare law, policy and practice
Devise and pursue legal work to address a range of
systemic injustices impacting children and families
involved with the child welfare and family justice systems

Carry out legal work which supports:

the legal
team at
family rights
group:

Read more about our legal team here

Caroline Lynch Frances Edwards Jessica Johnston

Family Rights Group 
50  Anniversary Legal Lectureth

Innovation and system change
Provides public legal education
Influences government and law reform.

Work closely with social work, policy and public affairs
colleagues and families
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https://frg.org.uk/about-us/our-staff/


with your
funding, we

successfully
progressed six

strands of
activity

Further disseminated Family Rights
Group’s briefing note on legal aid in

deprivation of liberty cases

Developed written parliamentary
questions to scrutinise and probe

government policy and data
regarding access to early legal
advice for children and families

Continued to review reports,
judgments and Ministry of
Justice data in relation to

deprivation of liberty

Influenced parliamentarians and
officials about urgent reforms

needed to improve access to justice
for children deprived of their liberty

and their families

Used social media to raise
awareness about access to justice

for children deprived of their
liberty and their families

Highlighted children and families’
lack of access to justice whilst
attending and/or speaking at

conferences and events relating to
deprivation of liberty 
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https://frg.org.uk/policy-and-campaigns/dols/
https://frg.org.uk/policy-and-campaigns/dols/


a closer look at strand 2... 

Influenced parliamentarians and
officials about urgent reforms

needed to improve access to justice
for children deprived of their liberty

and their families
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We briefed Peers, Members of Parliament and Government Officials on deprivation 
of liberty and legal aid reform as they considered amendments, and prepared for debates,

in relation to the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill. We were the only voluntary sector
organisation consistently bringing parliamentarians’ attention to the access to justice

issues impacting children deprived of their liberty and their families. 

oral 
briefings 

Written 
briefings 

inquiry
submissions 

Read our:
written briefings here
submission to the justice committee’s access to justice inquiry here
Our submission to the inquiry into the human rights in social care  is not yet
available online - a link can be provided in due course.

meeting with sarah
sackman,  minister

for justice

strand 2 significant awareness
raised within government
about the lack of access

to justice for children
deprived of their liberty

and their families. and
the reforms which can
address this injustice.

Photo above, from left to right:
Sarah Sackman, Minister for Justice
with the Family Rights Group team -

Caroline Lynch, Legal Director
 Jordan Hall, Public Affiars Manager,

Cathy Ashley, Chief Executive.
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https://frg.org.uk/policy-and-campaigns/childrens-wellbeing-and-schools-bill/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149120/default/


A closer look at strand 3... 

Developed written parliamentary
questions to scrutinise and probe

government policy and data
regarding access to early legal
advice for children and families
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We drafted a parliamentary question, tabled by Munira
Wilson MP in June 2025, to probe in relation to access
to legal aid for child welfare legal advice outside of
court proceedings. Including where children’s social
services are considering making a court application to
enable them to deprive a child of their liberty. 

WRITTEN PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

The government response in July 2025 revealed the
startlingly and persistently low numbers of children and
families in England & Wales who can access legal advice
when critical child welfare plans and decisions are being
made outside of court proceedings.

This data further supported our case for urgent
legal aid reforms if children are deprived of their
liberty and their families are to be able to access
legal advice about their rights and options. strand 3
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-06-24/62255


In 2024-5, across England and Wales there were only 27 instances of a public law
legal help file being opened for a child. This very low number raises serious
questions about the extent to which children who are looked after in the care
system - including those who are being deprived of their liberty - have access to
independent legal advice when they need it. 
We were able to include this data insight within our submission to the access to
justice inquiry. We further highlighted the data with allies in key practitioner
networks, garnering support for our legal aid reform proposals. strand 3

We drafted a further
parliamentary question
in August 2025, and
secured data which
revealed how few of
those accessing advice
outside of court
proceedings are children.
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-08-29/71125
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-08-29/71125


A closer look at STRAND 4... 

Used social media to raise
awareness about access to justice

for children deprived of their
liberty and their families

Copyright @ 2026 by Family Rights Group



SUCCESSFULLY USED
social media to:

Raise awareness of the lack of
access to justice for children
deprived of their liberty and
their families
Gather support for Family
Rights Group’s campaign for
reform 
Disseminate our legal aid
reform briefing.

strand 4
Copyright @ 2026 by Family Rights Group



strand 4

In celebrating Family
Rights Group’ s 50
anniversary, we used
social media to reflect
on milestones in the
charity’s history. 

th

In 2025 Frances Edwards, Legal Adviser,
provided case commentary on a high profile
High Court decision concerning a child deprived
of their liberty. And published a blog  ‘How will
the Children’s Wellbeing Bill impact children
deprived of their liberty’, providing vital
commentary on how the Bill did not address the
lack of access to justice for families of
children deprived of their liberty.

This included our deprivation of liberty
reform proposals

The social media posts are available to view here, here and here. 
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/frances-edwards-99b38850_henry-lambinstructed-by-tony-mcgovern-of-activity-7313558346790260738-uDiG?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA8Eu00B6lE49EhFbtdick1TOIpY0e36dK4
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/family-rights-group_frg50-familyjustice-legalaid-activity-7309907217028173824-Pu_6?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAAq754cBVzRTT-HTTJqi5RRUlWFkm67yzvo
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/as-the-childrens-wellbeing-and-schools-bill-ugcPost-7290025893501042688-A5Rt?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA8Eu00B6lE49EhFbtdick1TOIpY0e36dK4


a closer look at output 5... 

Highlighted children and families’
lack of access to justice whilst
attending and/or speaking at

conferences and events relating to
deprivation of liberty 
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  Events 
and networks

Regularly attending Nuffield
Family Justice Observatory’s
deprivation of liberty legal
roundtable meetings. These bring
together lawyers and socio-legal
academics to share updates. We
have helped shape the agenda at
these meetings such that access
to justice issues are now
regularly discussed. 

Attending Nuffield Family Justice
Observatory’s  Back to their Futures

Summit. A multi-disciplinary event
convened to discuss matters of law

and practice relevant to children
being deprived of their liberty.

Leveraging Family Rights Group’s
position as charity partner at
Family Law Week’s public children
law conference in September 2025
to raise awareness of the
campaign and further disseminate
the legal aid briefing.

Attending and speaking at the
Child Law Network’s 2025
conference which focused on
deprivation of liberty. The
President of the Family Division
gave the key note speech.

Using the opportunity to raise
awareness of the gaps in legal
aid for children deprived of their
liberty and their families and
disseminate the legal aid
briefing note. strand 5
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Public legal education 
opportunity:

Significance: Family Rights Group is a known
authority on the law relating to children deprived
of their liberty. We were able to influence the
development of the regulatory framework for
children from England placed in residential care in
Scotland including those moving to secure settings.

legacy and
ongoing impact

Influencing opportunity:
Invited by the Department for Education to
contribute to the Government’s consultation on
the statutory amendments relating to children
deprived of their liberty.three examples of the impact and legacy of our

work which your grant funding supported Significance: Family Rights Group has successfully
established a position of authority and expertise on
this topic. And could use this to influence policy
makers and bring about change for children deprived
of their liberty and their families. 

Significance: Family Rights Group has successfully
established a position of authority and expertise on
this topic. And could use this to raise awareness of
families’ experiences of their children being
deprived of their liberty, including their lack of
access to advice and information.

Providing cross-border legal
expertise:
Invited to sit on a Scottish Government
working group developing new regulations for
children from England placed in Scotland.  

Invited to write an article in relation to families of
children deprived of their liberty in a prominent
social work journal. 

Copyright @ 2026 by Family Rights Group




	REPORT TO  THE CITY OF LONDON SOLICITORS COMPANY
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	For 50 years, we have worked to shape the child welfare system to make that a reality. We are unique in bringing together legal and social work expertise with the direct voice and insights of young people and families.
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	Work closely with social work, policy and public affairs colleagues and families
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	Read more about our legal team here
	Further disseminated Family Rights Group’s briefing note on legal aid in deprivation of liberty cases
	Developed written parliamentary questions to scrutinise and probe government policy and data  regarding access to early legal advice for children and families
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	Influenced parliamentarians and officials about urgent reforms needed to improve access to justice for children deprived of their liberty and their families
	Used social media to raise awareness about access to justice for children deprived of their liberty and their families
	Highlighted children and families’ lack of access to justice whilst attending and/or speaking at conferences and events relating to deprivation of liberty
	Continued to review reports, judgments and Ministry of Justice data in relation to deprivation of liberty
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	Influenced parliamentarians and officials about urgent reforms needed to improve access to justice for children deprived of their liberty and their families
	We briefed Peers, Members of Parliament and Government Officials on deprivation  of liberty and legal aid reform as they considered amendments, and prepared for debates, in relation to the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill. We were the only voluntary sector organisation consistently bringing parliamentarians’ attention to the access to justice issues impacting children deprived of their liberty and their families.
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	Written  briefings
	oral  briefings
	inquiry submissions
	meeting with sarah sackman,  minister for justice
	significant awareness raised within government about the lack of access to justice for children deprived of their liberty and their families. and the reforms which can address this injustice.
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	written briefings here
	submission to the justice committee’s access to justice inquiry here
	Our submission to the inquiry into the human rights in social care  is not yet available online - a link can be provided in due course.
	Photo above, from left to right: Sarah Sackman, Minister for Justice with the Family Rights Group team -  Caroline Lynch, Legal Director  Jordan Hall, Public Affiars Manager, Cathy Ashley, Chief Executive.
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	Developed written parliamentary questions to scrutinise and probe government policy and data  regarding access to early legal advice for children and families
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	We drafted a parliamentary question, tabled by Munira Wilson MP in June 2025, to probe in relation to access to legal aid for child welfare legal advice outside of court proceedings. Including where children’s social services are considering making a court application to enable them to deprive a child of their liberty.
	The government response in July 2025 revealed the  startlingly and persistently low numbers of children and families in England & Wales who can access legal advice when critical child welfare plans and decisions are being made outside of court proceedings.
	This data further supported our case for urgent legal aid reforms if children are deprived of their liberty and their families are to be able to access legal advice about their rights and options.
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	Used social media to raise awareness about access to justice for children deprived of their liberty and their families
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	strand 4
	In 2025 Frances Edwards, Legal Adviser, provided case commentary on a high profile High Court decision concerning a child deprived of their liberty. And published a blog  ‘How will the Children’s Wellbeing Bill impact children deprived of their liberty’, providing vital commentary on how the Bill did not address the lack of access to justice for families of children deprived of their liberty.
	In celebrating Family Rights Group’ s 50th anniversary, we used social media to reflect on milestones in the charity’s history.
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	The social media posts are available to view here, here and here.
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